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In the Spring, the Friends’ thoughts turn
to...the Book Sale! Yes, that celebrated
annual fundraising, bibliophile-pleasing,
shelf-restocking, literature redistribution
event known as the Friends’ Book Sale
will be held Wednesday, June 1 through
Saturday, June 4 at the Hurd School at 27
Cordis Street. Books, volunteers, and
shoppers are all needed, so here are the
ways you can help:
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Better Know Our

By Eil een Worthley

March 17th of this year marked the Cen-
tennial Anniversary of the laying of the
cornerstone of the Lucius Beebe Memori-

al Library. It had been a long time com-

ing; the library had outgrown its space in
the Town Hall where it occupied two or Construction workers
three rooms. There had been numerous Photo contributed by

attempts to raise funds to erect a new B IR e ————

town of Wakefield by the family of the
late Lucius Beebe, for whom the library

building for over a decade, but other im-
provements to the town’s infrastructure—

roads, sewers, streetlights—had taken was named in 1868. Mr. Beebe was one of

RS EieE; I e 1 Eigeened] o5 @ o the founders of the library in 1856, was a

erendum on the town warrant in different R TR i Bl G TRl L

years, it was always voted down. Eventu- . .. »
. . as a public-spirited citizen, was always
ally, a site at the corner of Main and Avon
Streets, the Edward Mansfield Estate, was
purchased by public subscription: 1200
Wakefield residents contributed a total of

$12,000. The laying of the cornerstone

interested in the public schools and the
library.” There were, of course, speeches
by the town’s VIPs, but the main event
was the laying of the cornerstone, under

which a copper box was placed as “time
event was covered on page one of the

capsule” of sorts. Living in perpetuity at
Wakefield Daily Item: “This building,

the corner of Avon and Main Streets the

copper box includes photographs, news-
papers, and other articles of the Beebe
family, copies of Boston newspapers and
the Daily Item, circulars and printed ma-
terials regarding the campaign to raise
money for the site, photographs of public
buildings in Wakefield, and the names of
the hundreds of citizens who contributed.
. . . Schools were dismissed early and the
Construction site at | Shaolchildgngogeluded thegeremony; e e t
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